WENDY

Destined to spend her entire life at sea, Wendy formed
from a disturbance initiated by a circulation in the upper
tropospheric mid-Pacific trough and was first noted by
satellite on September 2nd east of Wake Island. This system
drifted southwestward and became a tropical storm just north
of Wake Island on the morning of the 4th (Figure 5-41). As
the storm began a slow drift of 2-5 kt in a northwest
direction during the next 24 hours, winds of typhoon force
were acquired. The effects on Wake resulted in 6.24 inches
of rainfall during Wendy's passage with a sustained wind
of 42 kt measured on the 5th and a gust to 50 kt registered
on the 6th.

Intensification of the typhoon proceeded at a rapid
pace until late on the 7th when peak winds of 140 kt were
reached. Reports from reconnaissance crews at this time
described one of the largest and most panoramic eyes of the
year--a circular, closed, wall cloud with colisium-like
features encompassing an eye 40 n mi in diameter (Figure
5-42).

With Virginia skirting Japan, the subtropical ridge
north of Marcus weakened considerably and began to rebuild
east of Ocean Station Victor. As a reflection to this
readjustment, Wendy began to stall for a 24-hour period on
the 8th, then commenced a north and later northwest track.
The area dominated by the storm's circulation began to
spread at this time stretching over a vast region of some
900 n mi in diameter.

Wendy maintained her northwest track for two days
before rounding the periphery of the ridge line. On the
11th she began a recurvature some 400 miles east of Japan
(Figure 5-43). With a trough in the westerlies situated
along the coast of Manchuria, the typhoon began to acceler-
ate in forward speed from 16 kt on the 12th to 37 kt on the
13th. Dropping to storm strength and merging with a frontal
system east of Hokkaido, Wendy ended her life as a tropical
system on the 13th.
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FIGURE 5-41. ATS-1 GEOSTATIONARY SATELLITE VIEW OF BIRTH AND

DEVELOPMENT OF TYPHOOW WENDY 2-7 SEPTEMBER,
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FIGURE 5-42. SUPER TYPHOON WENDY AT HER PEAK LOCATED BETWEEN
MARCUS AND WAKE ISLAND AS VIEWED BY ESSA-9 ON 8 SEPTEMBER.
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FIGURE 5-43. ESSA-9 SIGHTS TYPHOON WENDY WELL EAST OF JAPAN ON
12 SEPTEMBER.
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